
 

 

 

What's On.. 40th Anniversary special 

This September newsletter is sent to all members of the Matlock Area u3a 
who are registered as current members on the Beacon database and for 
whom we have an email address.  

Coffee Morning. 

Our next Coffee morning will be on Monday September 5th at 10.30am 
at Matlock Football Club. 

Please put £1.00 towards the costs of the room and the refreshments into the 
honesty box. The digi desk will be in operation to try to help with any technical 
issues you may have. 

We shall be looking at some of the amazing things that other u3a’s are doing 
for the anniversary, and discussing our plans.  
 

              ****Picnic in the Park /Baton relay**** 

 

 
 

 

PICNIC IN THE PARK AND 
BATON RELAY IN HALL LEYS 

PARK (NEAR THE 
BANDSTAND) 

Join us on 10th September 2022 from 1pm to welcome our Wirksworth 
friends, who are delivering the baton to Matlock u3a, on our leg of the 
baton relay around Derbyshire. 

Bring a Picnic and enjoy the afternoon with us. There will be some 
activities for you to join in too! Soft drinks will be provided. 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Baton Relay  …Matlock u3a walking groups contri-
bution 
SEE ATTACHED PDF FOR DETAILS OF ALL THE DERBYSHIRE NET-
WORK’S EVENTS 
 
Our walking groups will be carrying on the baton relay with a series of differ-
ing level walks between Matlock and Bakewell. 

The final Section is between Rowsley and Bakewell on Sunday 11th Septem-
berl.   Dave Puxley will lead the walk. His contact details are:- 

dcpuxley@gmail.com     07910 289481 

The Baton Walk takes place 3- 23 September and links all the Derbyshire 
u3as. (The baton will be brought to Matlock from Wirksworth on Sat 10 Sept 
and will be taken from Bakewell to Buxton on Mon 12 Sept. You are welcome 
to join in any section. Details of the entire walk will be published on the Mat-
lock u3a website 

The organisers are hoping for regional and national coverage of the event. 
For publicity purposes we have been asked to take photographs. If you partic-
ipate but don't want to be in photographs, please let the walk leaders and/or 
co-ordinators know. 

Please contact Dave if you wish to join in. 
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GROUPS NEWS 

History 2 
Members of History Group 2 share a general interest in history with no 
particular focus. We find that meeting monthly encourages us to read around 
topics new to us and to listen to subjects we know nothing about – all about 
broadening the mind. 

We have been in the 18th century for several years now – worldwide history. 
However, we are not strict about this and listen with interest to whatever 
members bring us as a look at our programme on the website will show you. 
We take it in turn to research a topic and lead a session about it. This might 
be a presentation or giving us something to read that we then 
discuss. Alternatively, you would be welcome to share leading a session with 

an existing group member. It is entirely up to you. 

Meetings take place on the third Thursday of the month at 10 till 12 in 
members’ homes. 

We currently have vacancies for one or two more members. Call or email 
Helen Boocock on 01629 734290 helen20@btinternet.com. Come along to a 
meeting with no obligation, see what you think. 

Croquet 
There will be a croquet taster afternoon on Tuesday 20th September starting 
at 2 pm. The afternoon will cost £5 per person and includes tea and biscuits. 

To book your place, please contact Donna at dhawkins2@sky.com or on 
01629 55512. 

Science and Technology 

Matlock U3A SciTech 2002 Autumn programme 

St Elphins Studio, 4th Tuesday in the month, 2 – 4 pm 

27th September 2022  --Talking about Numbers 

Mary Mellor, et al 

From three months our brains have a sense of numbers but where do we go 
from there? Why do some people live in a landscape of numbers and others 
in a country with no numbers? Mary will introduce the subject from counting 
rats to neural pathways, Mike will add some thoughts fromexperience and 
everyone is invited to bring along their favourite number facts or personal 
stories. 

History Day 
History Group 3 is organising a conference on Wednesday 21st September. 
Timed to coincide with the u3a's 40th anniversary celebrations it will take 
place at All Saints Parish Hall, Matlock. 
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The theme is English Social History and taking part will be members of 
History Groups 2, 3 and 5 and Local History. Brief presentations of 15 
minutes each will showcase some of the research findings by the groups over 
the last twelve months. There will also be opportunities for questions. 

All members of Matlock U3A are invited to attend what promises to be an 
informal, interesting and wide ranging day.  

Admission is free however numbers are limited. Anyone wishing to attend 
should contact John Entwistle  

Family History Group. 
Our family history group are joining with Buxton u3a to present the 10th u3a 
Peak District Family History Conference. 
 Saturday 17 September 2022 at the Palace Hotel in Buxton  
Dr Janet Few: ‘One-Place Names’ ‘Your Ancestors in their Place’.  
Debbie Kennett: ‘The Joy of Surnames’ Their past & location over time  
Dr Nick Barratt: ‘House Histories’ Advice on investigating properties  
Helen Tovey – ‘Family Tree Magazine’  Its past, present & future  
Cost: £30.   
Includes talks, refreshments & 2-course finger buffet lunch. Unfortunately, there 
are no refunds for delegates who do not attend, but places are transferrable 
provided we are advised in advance.  
Exhibitors:  
Once again, several exhibitors will be there – old friends & new:  
We plan to offer delegates a free goody bag and a free prize draw again.  
To book your place please complete the booking form on  
https://forms.gle/UbSD4YzNVKUcvZas6  
Please put your surname and postcode as a reference if paying by BAC.  
Spaces are limited so please book early and hope to see you there. Tickets will 
be issued at our reception desk, from 08.30, on the day, not posted. 
Or contact Matlock u3a’s family history coordinator, Trevor Boam  
 

FOR INTEREST. 
POETRY at THE COACH HOUSE in Wirksworth 

Think big. Think Art, think Creative Writing, think Real Life.   
A series of monthly events with poet Bert Flitcroft.  £10 per event 

  
 PROSE AND POETRY.  For creative writers.   September 3rd 2022   10am-12pm 

    A workshop to explore the differences and similarities between poetry and prose. (Why 
are there so many book groups and so few poetry groups?) How a poem can be the 
starting point for a short story : how a short story might contain the kernel for a poem. 
  
 A POETRY READING AND DISCUSSION…        October 1st 2022   10am-12pm 

   of poems from ‘Singing Puccini at the kitchen sink’, ‘Thought-Apples’, ‘JUST ASKING’. 
How they work on the page, how we hear them, how we relate to them personally. 
As for event 1 above, here’s poetry about real life, whether it’s walking the hills, collecting 
As for things, grandchildren….but with an emphasis on discussion about the crafting.  
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For more detail and to register your interest please feel free to contact Bert at 
           bflitcroft@btinternet.com.                    www.bert-flitcroft-poetry.com 

 

 
 

If you wish to unsubscribe from this newsletter  Click Unsubscribe 
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